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volume valuable not as a criticism of present-day civilization but as an 
aid to understanding a certain type of intellectual activity and outlook 
which is well represented in the persons of the authors. 

Arthur M. Schlesinger 

History of the United States. By Charles E. Beard and Mary R. Beard. 
(New York : The Macmillan company, 1921. vii, 663 p.) 

The most novel feature of this high school textbook is that it takes for 
granted that the students who use it have been taught efficiently in the 
seventh and eighth grades certain things about the history of their 
country. The authors therefore relieve their pages of any detailed 
rehearsal of the period of exploration. They also feel free to assume 
enough maturity in high school students to justify a topical rather than 
a chronological, treatment. They have dealt with movements, have 
sketched large backgrounds, have traced causes, and have discussed the 
interrelation of social and economic forces and politics. All this has 
been directed to the large purpose of helping the student to understand 
America to-day in all its national characteristics and as part of world 
civilization as well. 

The authors reach the struggle for independence after a discussion, 
which covers seventy-five pages, of early migration as a transfer of 
peoples and cultures, and of the development of industries, institutions, 
and colonial nationalism. "Conflict and independence" is given sixty 
pages; "The west and Jacksonian democracy," eighty-three pages; "Sec- 
tional conflict and reconstruction," eighty-four pages; "National growth 
and world polities," one hundred and twenty-eight pages; and "Pro- 
gressive democracy and the world war," one hundred and twenty pages. 
Questions, research topics, maps, illustrations, excellent bibliographies, 
and a topical syllabus should help teacher and pupil alike to realize the 
purpose of the book, which is the development of a thoughtful, informed 
citizenship. 

The literary style is exceptionally clear and crisp and the whole ap- 
proach to the familiar topics and chapters under the larger divisions 
named above is thought-producing. As a textbook or a handbook for the 
average citizen it ranks with the very best. 

History of the Sam Francisco committee of vigilance of 1851. By Mary 

Floyd Williams. [University of California, Publications in history, 

volume 12] (Berkeley: University of California press, 1921. 543 

p. $5.00) 

This book has a fourfold purpose : to serve as a background for the 

Papers of the San Francisco committee of vigilance of 1851 which the 

Academy of Pacific coast history recently brought out as volume 4 of 

its publications, edited by Mary Floyd Williams ; to portray the condi- 



